
Year 8 Knowledge Organiser: Autumn 2 The 
civil rights movement 

What was the civil rights movement? 
The civil rights movement was a struggle by 
African Americans in the mid-1950s to late 
1960s to achieve Civil Rights equal to those 
of whites, including equal opportunity in 
employment, housing, and education, as well 
as the right to vote, the right of equal 
access to public facilities, and the right to 
be free of racial discrimination.  

Summary of the Unit: This unit 
picks up from the abolition of 
slavery from the end of the 
previous unit. Students are 
able to understand why there 
was racial tension in America 
and how this tension led to the 
civil rights movement. 
Sensitive sources are shared 
with pupils to gain an insight of 
what life was like living in 
America during this time 
period. 


