
 October  2023  
Kingsbury School  

It has been a busy start to the school year!  Building work continues to take place as our new 

toilets are fitted in both the Main Building and the English block.  We would like to thank our 

students for being patient and for accommodating the necessary adaptations.  You can find 

the plans for our new toilets in this newsletter. 

At the end of September, we had our Year 11 Parent Information Evening.  106 people 

attended to hear key information about Year 11 examinations and how parents can support 

their children during their final year.  Last week, we held our Open Evening; over 200 hundred 

people visited our school to meet students and staff.  We also hosted OFSTED for a graded 

inspection; I am unable to declare the outcome of our inspection until the report is published 

in approximately five to six weeks.  Once we receive our report, we will ensure that our 

parents/carers receive a copy.  As already communicated, we are committed to effective 

home-school partnership; our home-school engagement strategy covers all of the initiatives 

that we are delivering this year, including our regular newsletters!  

Autumn Term 

A NOTE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

COMING SOON: 

• Year 7 Tutor Evening 

 Thursday 12th October 

    (4:00-7:00pm) 

 

• Parent Information Evening 

 Thursday 19th October  

    (5:30-6:30pm) 

 

• Teacher Training Day  

    Monday 6th November 

 

• Year 7 Oracy Day 

 Thursday 9th November  

 

• Year 11 Progress Evening 

 Thursday 16th November 

    (4:00-7:00pm) 

 

• Performing Arts Open Mic Night 

  Wednesday 22nd November  

    (6:30-8:00pm) 

 

• Year 7 Whitemoor Lakes 

Residential  

    Monday 27th-Wednesday 

    29th November 

 

• Year 11 Mentor and Parent 

Evening  

 Thursday 7th December 
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N E W S L E T T E R  

ARB OR  

We are holding an Open Morning on Tuesday 24th October 

2023.  The event is an opportunity for our current parents to 

visit our school and see our students in action.  The Senior 

Leadership Team will provide guided tours and update parents 

about the developments that are taking place. Tours will take 

place following a welcome meeting at 9:30am. If you would like 

to book a place at the Open Morning, please contact Miss 

Biddle (PA to the Headteacher) 

on felicity.biddle@castlephoenixtrust.org.uk or 01827 872316.  
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O P E N  M O R N I N G   

Are your  

contact  

details up to 

date? 

 

If you move house 

or change your 

phone number or 

email address, 

please remember 

to UPDATE YOUR 

DETAILS AS SOON 

AS POSSIBLE. 

 
U N I F O R M  

Please can parents ensure 

that your child is wearing 

the correct uniform at 

school. Plain black V-neck 

jumpers can now be worn 

underneath blazers until 

March. For further uniform 

guidance please see our 

school website for full 

details.  

Here at Kingsbury School we are always looking at ways to improve 

engagement between school and home.  

 

Arbor has been designed specifically to improve the way that parents 

and school staff communicate.  We are able to send and receive 

information via the Arbor app and portal.  Parents will also be able view 

key information relating to their child, including: 

 Attendance Data AM/PM summary and ability to download an 

attendance certificate. 

 Achievement Data - Total achievement points/incidents by year/term 

 Behaviour Data - Total Behaviour points/incidents by year/term 

 Timetable/Lesson Data - Lesson information for the day and full 

student timetable. 

 Assessment Data - Copies of any reports sent this academic year can 

be downloaded 

 Exams Data - Schedule of exams at times of the year 

 Student Details - Key contact information and other student details 

held on Arbor for 

your child with ability to request changes 

 Student Consents - Displays current consents 

 Arbor Pay - Brand new payment system coming on the 23rd October  
 

Struggling to access Arbor?  Contact our school office for help. 

mailto:felicity.biddle@castlephoenixtrust.org.uk
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PASTORAL SUPPORT 
 

Contact the Phoenix Suite at: 
 

kngpastoralhub@castlephoenixtrust.org.uk 

 

Deputy Headteacher, Behaviour and 

Welfare 

Mrs K Williams 

 

Assistant Headteacher 

Mrs H Hurley  

 

Associate Assistant Headteacher (SEND 

and Inclusion) 

Mrs K Moores  

 

Associate Assistant Headteacher 

Mr A Coniff 

 

Attendance Officer 

Mrs Dawn Smith  

 

Student Welfare Officer 

Mrs J Bagley 

 

Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Mrs H Hurley  

 

 

FACULTY LEADERS 
 

Mrs McKeown, English 
rachael.mckeown@castlephoenixtrust.org.uk 

 

Mrs Atkins, Mathematics/Associate 

Assistant Headteacher 
Coral.atkins@castlephoenixtrust.org.uk 

 

Mr Stubley, Science  
edward.stubley@castlephoenixtrust.org.uk 

 

Mrs Carey, The Arts and Sport 
rachel,carey@castlephoenixtrust.org.uk 

 

Miss Taylor, Humanities  
katherine.taylor@castlephoenixtrust.org.uk 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT EMAIL 

CONTACTS ARE ON OUR SCHOOL 

WEBSITE 
 

SENIOR LEADERSHIP 

TEAM 

 

Headteacher 

Mr M Clarke 

 

Deputy Headteacher 

Mrs M Carrick 

 

Deputy Headteacher 

Mrs K Williams 

 

Assistant Headteacher 

Mr C Collis 

 

Assistant Headteacher 

Mrs H Hurley 

 

Assistant Headteacher 

Mrs L Newman 

A T T E N DA N C E  A N D  M I L D  I L L N E S S  LINES OF 

COMMUNICATION 
 

We aim to reply to 

parents within 48 hours 
 

If you do not receive a reply within this 

timeframe, please contact the 

Headteacher’s PA at: 

 

felicity.biddle@castlephoenixtrust.org.uk 

 Year 7 Tutor Evening 

 Thursday 12th October  

 Year 11 Progress Evening 1 

   Thursday 16th November 

 Year 8 Progress Evening 

   Thursday 21st December  

 Year 7 Progress Evening 

   Thursday 11th January  

 Year 11 Progress Evening 2 

   Thursday 29th February 

 Year 10 Progress Evening 

   Thursday 25th April  

 Year 9 Progress Evening 

   Thursday 2nd May

ATTENDANCE  

P R O G R E S S  E V E N I N G  
D A T E S  2 0 2 3 - 2 0 2 4  

 

 

Parents/carers are respectfully reminded to avoid 

driving onto the school site at the following times 

(unless by prior arrangement with the school): 

• Morning:   8:00-8:35 

• Afternoon:  2:45-3:15 
 

This is  to ensure the safety of our students 

and your children. 

S C H O O L  S I T E  

Current whole school attendance is 90.3%.  

We need to work together to improve this. 

 100% Exceptional 

 98% Very good 

 96% Good 

 94% Needs improvement 

 90% Unacceptable 

 80% Real cause for concern 

Target average 

for the school 

Below average 

for the school 

Students are required to attend school for 

188 days each year.  The target 

attendance at Kingsbury School is at 

least 96% 

ATTENDANCE 

DURING ONE 

YEAR 

EQUALS DAYS 

ABSENT 

WHICH MEANS THIS 

NUMBER OF 

LESSONS MISSED 

96% 8 DAYS 40 LESSONS 

90% 19 DAYS 95 LESSONS 

80% 38 DAYS 190 LESSONS 

LESS THAN 

75% 
48 DAYS 

MORE THAN 240 

LESSONS 

How does your attendance compare? 

You can find out your child’s attendance 

via Arbor. 

Students who miss a lot of school, 

achieve less 

We have received a letter from Professor Chris Whitty, Chief Medical Officer for England, 

urging us to share important information with parents: 

 

• School attendance is vital to the life chances of children and young people 

• Being in school improves health, wellbeing and socialisation 

• It is usually appropriate for parents/carers to send children to school with mild 

respiratory illnesses (i.e. general cold symptoms such as minor coughs, runny noses, 

sore throat), if you are unsure of any illness please consult the NHS website below. 

• Children should not be sent to school if they have a temperature of 38oC or above 
• Worry and mild or moderate anxiety, whilst sometimes difficult emotions, can be a 

normal part of growing up for many children and young people. Being in school can often 

help alleviate the underlying issues. A prolonged period of absence is likely to heighten a 

child’s anxiety about attending in the future, rather than reduce it. 

Please have a look at the NHS website below if you are unsure what to do in the event of 

any illness, or contact the school office. 

 

NHS "is my child too ill for school?" guidance  

https://eu-west-1.protection.sophos.com/?d=www.nhs.uk&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmhzLnVrL2xpdmUtd2VsbC9pcy1teS1jaGlsZC10b28taWxsLWZvci1zY2hvb2wv&i=NjQ5YWEwYjc5YTIwNjg1YTA3NmMwMzUz&t=S0RIalNIRHZsUzcrQU11MDRCMEcwcHdtNzIweGtMM0NoS2Q0LzZ5dm5QST0=&h=9f1d8d9fa4a541cfb23c26
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LINES OF 

COMMUNICATION 
 

Contact the Phoenix Suite at: 
 

kngpastoralhub@castlephoenixtrust.org.uk 

 

Key Stage 4 Leader 

Miss McDonnell 

  

Year 11  

Pastoral Leader 

Mrs Bancroft 

  

Tutors 

Miss Davie 11DAI 

Mr Mace 11MAC 

Mrs McKeown 11MCK 

Mr Patrick 11PAT 

Mr Stubley 11STU 

Miss Taylor 11TAY 

  

Year 10  

Pastoral Leader 

Mrs Beirne 

  

Tutors 

Mr Crane 10CAE 

Mrs Carey 10CAR 

Mrs Judd 10JUD 

Mrs Waters 10WAE 

Miss Young 10YOU 

  

Key Stage 3 Leader 

Ms Franks 

  

Year 9 

Pastoral Leader 

Mrs Coniff 

  

Tutors 

Mr Carey 9CAY 

Mr Collett 9CLT 

Mr Crane 9CRN 

Mrs Evans 9EVN 

Miss Roe 9ROE 

  

Year 8  

Behaviour Mentor 

Miss Wilson 

  

Tutors 

Mr Cameron 8CAM 

Mr Court 8COU 

Mr Daire 8DAR 

Miss O’Hagan 8HAN 

Mrs Rock 8ROC 

  

Year 7 

Pastoral Leader 

Mrs Job 

  

Tutors 

Mr Bryan 7BRY 

Mrs Foster 7FOS 

Miss Knight 7KNI 

Mrs Mason 7MSN 

Mr Young 7NG 

S T U D E N T  L I B R A R I A N S  

Toilet Refurbishment 

As part of our reading for 

pleasure initiative here at 

Kingsbury School, we are 

delighted to announce the 

appointment of 16 new   

student librarians: 

• Molly Abbott 7BRY 

• Imogen Loftus 7BRy 

• Jacob Ash 7BRY 

• Evy Rayner 7BRY  

• Faith Williams 7FOS 

• Poppy Daniels 7FOS 

• Bo Firth 7FOS  

• Kara Morrison 7FOS  

• Scarlet Smith 7FOS  

• Emelia Griffiths 7FOS  

• Eydee Purton 8HAN  

• Zoe Salt 8HAN 

• Libby-May Mullaley 8HAN 

• Charlotte Reynolds 8HAN 

• Emilia Sinkunaite 9EVN 

• Alice Edge 10YOU 

The competition was fierce, but the following students have been 

chosen as a result of their innovative ideas and passion for 

reading. Each and every one of these students will be  

fundamental in helping to revitalise our library space in 

preparation for our relaunch later this term and will later support 

with the day to day running of the library. A huge congratulations to 

our new librarians; watch this space to see their ideas become 

reality!  

We have been delighted to be able to pursue the 

installation of new toilet facilities for our 

students.  The diagram to the left shows plans for 

the refurbishment of our Main Block toilets.  The 

diagram below, shows plans for the 

refurbishment of the toilets in our English block.  

Through the installation of these new facilities  

our students will have access to a greater 

number of cubicles.  We hope to be  able to 

showcase our new toilets at the next Open 

Morning. 
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CAREERS NEWS 
Current Year 11 embarked on their Work Experience at the end of term in July 

2023. 

Students sourced their own work experience placements and worked with their 

chosen company gaining an insight into the world of work. 

We had the most fantastic reports from companies, and some students have 

been offered part time jobs from their placements and others have been    

offered opportunities in the future to join as Apprentices. 

Some of the comments we received: 

“We would welcome your student back as a staff member after their studies” 

“An amazing student who has got on great” 

“Very good student; I would employ them in the future” 

“Very engaged and keen to learn; a pleasure to have with us” 

Well done, Year 10, such wonderful comments and feedback from placements.      

Student feedback about their work experience was also fantastic! We are now ready 

for our current Year 10 students to find their placements and make us just as proud! 

Miss Hill 

Careers, Aspirations and Guidance Co-Ordinator 

Snow Closure 
Procedure 

 

In the event of school 
closure due to snow, parents 

will be notified as early as 
possible via the school 
website, Arbor and ‘X’.   

Contact: 
You can contact Miss Hill, 

our Careers and 

Aspirations Coordinator in 

school by email at: 

 

Lisa.hill@castlephoenixtru

st.org.uk 

 

October Holiday 
Reminder 

 

School closes at 15:00pm on 

Friday 27th October 2023 
 

Students return to school at 

8:30am on Tuesday 7th 

November 2023 
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L E A R N I N G  A T  K I N G S B U RY  S C H O O L   
Student learning is at the heart of everything we do at Kingsbury.  We aim to 

give our students an engaging and progressive learning experience so that they can 

achieve in their future pathways.  We endeavour to develop independent, resilient 

young people; igniting a passion and curiosity for learning.  Our learning and teaching 

philosophy is underpinned by six key principles: 

Our aim is to support all students as they strive for excellence.  We 

support, collaborate and propel our students towards excellence so that there is no ceiling 

on ambition or achievement. Our lessons encourage students to find solutions and are 

structured to give support for all during their learning journey. 

Our teachers are trained in the delivery of each principle and are supported by our Quality 

of Education team who are experts in each principle.  We have also introduced our Four 

Principles of Great Learning (CODE) which are the qualities we expect to be fostered in our 

students. 

Moving forward, our aim is to help students to understand their role in these Learning 

Elements with rewards in lessons for students explicitly engaging with CODE. 

Our developmental Quality Assurance Programme is built around each of the six principles 

through which we are able to diagnose development needs and acknowledge areas of 

expertise.  Any review of Learning and Teaching starts with the exploration of the six 

principles and how the implementation of these can further enhance the learning 

experience for Kingsbury students; this allows for a teaching principle/s to be agreed for 

development and a continued development of provision.  

Our online learning platform – Firefly – helps our students to manage their learning both 

in school and at home.  It allows students to view lesson activities and to extend their 

progress through home learning tasks.  Students also make use of a range of other 

platforms, in different subjects, to develop their subject skills through technology.     

Learning does not just happen in the classroom: we also extend our students’ experiences 

outside the classroom with a range of visits and clubs to develop their skills, interests and 

talents.  We use examples of student learning in classrooms and lessons so that 

excellence is showcased and valued.     

Professional 

Development 
At Kingsbury, we 

acknowledge that our 

teachers are continually 

learning and offer an 

extensive and personalised 

programme of Continued         

Professional Development 

and Learning.  All of our 

teachers participate in 

coaching to support each 

other in their reflection and 

development.  Learning 

really is at the heart of all we 

do. 

Mr C Collis 
Learning and Teaching  

Learning and Teaching 

Conference 
The Castle Phoenix Trust 

Learning and Teaching 

Conference takes place on 

our training day on Monday 

6th November 2023.  All of 

our teaching staff will be 

attending workshops and 

honing their practice during 

this day. 



Page 6 

FACULTY  NEWS  PAGES  

Autumn Term 

English 
 

Head of Faculty: 
 Mrs R McKeown  

English welcomes Year 7! 

In English we have been working with our new Year 7 students to support and 

encourage a smooth transition through our 'Growing Up' unit of study.  Students from 

across the year group have been exploring their thoughts and feelings about moving 

up to High School through a collection of non-fiction texts.  Students have also been 

working on their creative writing through the production of poetry linked to 'New 

Beginnings'.  

Below is one of our student’s poems.  Well done Year 7! 

Come on James, you can do it, don’t be afraid, 

To Kingsbury School, let your dreams cascade, 

At eleven years old, you stand so tall and bright, 

Embrace this new journey, let your heart take flight. 

High School awaits, a world full of wonder, 

With each step you take, let your spirit thunder. 

 

Kingsbury’s halls, where knowledge shall bloom, 

In every classroom, let your mind find room, 

For wisdom and growth, and friendships anew, 

Embrace every challenge, let your dreams come true. 

The teachers are guides, with wisdom to share, 

In this grand adventure, know they truly care. 

 

The first day may tremble, uncertainty’s call, 

But remember, dear James, you’ll rise, never fall. 

With courage in your heart, and a fire in your eyes, 

Forge your own path, reach for the skies. 

Each lesson learned, each hurdle faced,  

Will sculpt you into a person of grace. 

 

The friends you’ll discover, the stories you’ll write, 

In Kingsbury’s embrace, let your spirit ignite. 

With passion and purpose, let your talents shine, 

In the tapestry of life, make your unique sign.  

 

For you are the architect, shaping your fate, 

In this new school, don’t underestimate.  

 

So go forth, young James, with vigor and zest, 

Kingsbury School awaits, be your very best. 

Let each day be a canvas, each moment a brush, 

Paint a masterpiece, make a meaningful push. 

You’ve got what it takes, deep inside you’ll find, 

My dear James, let your light brightly bind. 

Tech Glow up 

We have been fortunate enough to be the 

latest faculty in school to upgrade to Apple 

TV’s and iPads. Students are so far enjoying 

the opportunities from the iPad to showcase 

their good work to the class and the 

immediacy of the feedback from teachers 

and peers.  

Spooky Open Evening  

Parents and potential students who attended 

our open evening took part in our spooky 

Halloween writing challenge. The variety of the 

writing we saw was very good—well done! And 

thank you to our Year 11 helpers who supported 

the open evening through completing extra 

revision with Mr Cameron.  

My New School 
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FACULTY  NEWS  PAGES  

Autumn Term 

In the Maths Faculty, we are always looking for ways to help our students know more and 

remember more. One of our key strategies for this is the use of our ‘Five Minute Flash Backs’. 

These are short activities set for students at the start of every maths lesson and take the 

format shown in the picture.  

This structure and approach is 

based on the best available       

research for long term memory  

improvement – the more times a 

concept is retrieved and 

revisited, the stronger the link 

becomes to the memory. The 

research also says that 

increasing the gaps  between 

each retrieval helps strengthen 

this even further. 

We use the last lesson, last 

week, last month and last year 

approach to ensure that    

students see the interconnected nature of maths and recall key prior learning that will 

support them to succeed with their new learning. If students improve their long term memory 

for key concepts, they can learn more, know more and remember more, giving them an 

excellent foundation of maths skills and knowledge with which to succeed at GCSE and 

beyond.  

 

Maths Curriculum Update 

This year sees a new maths curriculum come in, designed to be ambitious, challenging and      

engaging. The structure of this curriculum allows students to study each of the 5 strands of     

mathematics throughout the year, intwined within topics and within half terms.  

The 5 strands of maths are: Number, Algebra, Geometry and Measures, Ratio and Proportion 

& Probability and Statistics.  

Each year group has a dedicated scheme of learning which allows them to study a range of 

concepts within each of these strands, building on the knowledge and skills they have learned 

in previous years.  

If you want to know more about what your child is studying in maths, visit the school website 

to see our new Learning Journeys which map their learning across the year.  

Year 11 Maths Past Paper Practice 

As part of our growing offer for students at Kingsbury, the maths department have also 

recently launched a new strategy to support our Year 11s in preparing for their GCSE exams 

at the end of this year.  

Every week, students will be given a lesson to work on an exam paper (or partial exam paper). 

This is designed to give students the opportunity to learn about the demands of the GCSE 

Maths     papers, learn how to break down questions to succeed in answering them, and to 

enhance their confidence at applying their knowledge to exam style questions.  

The goal is that all students in Year 11 will have seen all exam materials available from our 

exam board (Pearson Edexcel) before they sit their GCSEs in the summer term. This level of 

attention to exam technique, and visibility of exam papers, helps to ensure students enter 

their exams feeling confident, ready and knowledgeable. Starting this strategy so early in the 

year also means that our learners will benefit from this experience and knowledge for their 

trial exams in October and in January.  

We are rewarding students for their Engagement in these lessons as well as their Ownership 

of their learning by awarding positive points on Arbor for students who make improvements 

week-on-week for their marks achieved. The goal is to improve little-by-little, so students who 

gain 1 extra mark each week will start to see additional positive points recorded for them.  

Later on in the year, we will up the ante and start larger rewards for students who make the 

most improvement or who have the best commitment, with prizes such as queue jumps for 

the canteen, free dessert voucher for the canteen, Love2Shop vouchers and more.  

Mathematics 
 

Head of Faculty:  
Mrs C Atkins 



Page 8 

FACULTY  NEWS  PAGES  

Autumn Term 

Performing 
Arts and 

Sport 
 

Head of Faculty:  
Mrs R Carey  

Both Mrs Carey and Ms Franks have been impressed by 

the amount of students who have demonstrated an 

enthusiasm and clear talent in auditioning for the school 

show.  After the success of ‘School of Rock’ in July, we 

are proud to announce that our next show will be ‘Mary 

Poppins’.   

We will be rehearsing on a Monday and Thursday after 

school and will announce the cast over the next few 

weeks. Please look out for further announcements 

regarding ticket sales.  

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

Maths  Food Chemistry  English  11X1 English 

(COL) 

Sports Science  Astronomy French   

Physics  Post 16 History/ Geography/ 

Psychology  

 

YE AR  11  RE V I SI O N  T I M ETAB L E  

This revision timetable will start running after the October half term.  

 

Each subject will invite their target Year 11 students that are suitable for the work that the 

intervention session will cover. If students have been invited to intervention sessions, they 

will be expected to attend as with any other lesson in the school day. Intervention         

sessions will be added to students’ Arbor timetable once the invites have been sent out.  

 

If there will be a problem with your child attending the session, please contact the     

member of staff that is running it to advise them.  

YOU NG  LEA D ER SH I P  TE AM  
We are delighted to formally announce our new Head Students and Deputy Head 

Students for 2023-2024.  Alongside the rest of the Young Leadership Team, they 

will represent our student body, influencing change and ensuring that our 

students have a voice. 
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FACULTY  NEWS  PAGES  

Autumn Term 

In Astronomy, our students have had lots of fun investigating the formation of craters on 

the Moon using flour, chocolate powder and marbles. They then investigated the 

structure of the craters that were formed by different angles and forces of impact.  

 

 

Science 
 

Head of Faculty:  
Mr E Stubley  

French 
 

Head of Faculty: 
Miss K Davie 

In French this week, we have been celebrating European Day of Languages and held 

assemblies for each year group. Students have the opportunity to take part in a 

competition as part of the celebrations.  

 

Any students wishing to enter the competition should complete the challenge(s) of their 

choice from 'The Great Languages Challenge' (see image below).  They should then 

bring in photograph/physical evidence of the challenges they complete and show them 

to Miss Davie.  

 

The deadline is Friday 13th October.  
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Positive Points  
 

Year 7 

10,173 points  

 

Year 8 

6,957 points  

 

Year 9 

5,727 points  
 

This is a fantastic start to 

the school year.  Keep it up 

and well done!  

Year 7 have really settled into their school life as Kingsbury students, embracing our 

standards of being Ready, Respectful and Safe. On their first day, all students planted a 

bulb on the school grounds so that they could watch them grow over the coming months.  

They were also given a project to complete over the summer based around the wonderful 

British sporting event ‘Wimbledon’. Students were given tasks such as redesigning the 

stadium to make sure it is more eco-friendly and to design a new Wimbledon logo. 

 

Across Key Stage 3, each year group has a focus for the year; something that they will be 

reminded of in assemblies and tutor time and something that we want to encourage and 

foster to help develop well rounded Kingsbury students.  

 

• Year 9 focus: to have a ‘CAN DO’ attitude, encouraging 

them to have a positive mental attitude.  

• Year 8 focus: to be the ‘Best Version of Yourself’ and 

encouraging students to reflect and learn from Year 7 and 

think about what they truly want to achieve this year.  

• Year 7 focus: about being a ‘Champion’ in everything that 

they do.  

ACHIEVEMENTS 

THE  PHOENIX  SUITE 
This year, we have launched our newly reconfigured Phoenix Suite (formerly our 

Pastoral Hub).  The Phoenix Suite is home to our Pastoral and Inclusion Teams, 

providing support, care and guidance to our students and their families.  Parents 

and carers can contact the Phoenix Suite using Option 1 on the menu when you 

call reception.  Students can contact the Phoenix Suite during social time or 

through their form tutor. 
 

Phoenix Suite Staffing:  

Mrs Williams, Deputy Headteacher (Behaviour and Welfare) 

Mrs Hurley, Assistant Headteacher (Behaviour and Welfare, Designated Safeguarding Lead) 

Mr Coniff, Associate Assistant Headteacher (Behaviour, Welfare and Standards) 

Mrs Moores, Associate Assistant Headteacher (Inclusion and SEND) 

Ms Franks and Miss McDonnell (Key Stage Leaders) 

Mrs Bancroft, Mrs Coniff, Mrs Beirne, Mrs Job (Pastoral Leaders) 

Miss Wilson (Behaviour Mentor) 

Mrs Dagnall and Mrs Dyson (Inclusion Support Coordinators) 

Mrs Baker, Mrs Clarke, Mr Jones, Mrs Jones; Mrs Noakes, Mrs West (Inclusion Team) 

Mrs Bagley (Welfare Support Officer) 

Mrs Smith (Attendance Support Officer) 

Miss Blaby (Phoenix Suite Administrator) 

Mrs Bracher (Emotional Wellbeing Coach) 

 

You can contact the Phoenix Suite by email at: 

kngpastoralhub@castlephoenixtrust.org.uk 
 

The following students 

currently have the highest 

number of overall 

behaviour points: 
 

• Amber Pollock 

  Year 11, 114 points  

• Zoe Salt 

  Year 8, 114 points 

• Harry Newman 

  Year 7, 111 points 

• Delacey Alexander  

  Year 11, 108 points 

 

And our top 3 for this week 

are:  

• Oliva Peckover            

   Year 9, 42 points 

• Zoe Salt 

   Year 8, 42 points  

• Libby-Jade Turner  

  Year 8, 39 points  

• Eydee Purton  

  Year 8, 36 points  
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PRIDE  AND  AMBITION  PAGE  

Autumn Term 

 

 

 

 

 

English learning by 7N 

Our 
School 
Values 

Artwork by Kathleen 7L in their Music Lesson 

Amazing Artwork 
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Lots of Kingsbury students participate in enrichment activities outside of school.  In this 

newsletter we focus on one of our Year 9 students, Peyton.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peyton Newbery is part of Kingsbury Aquarius swimming club, and has been a member for 

2 years. She was selected to participate in an Adam Peatty swimming session. This 

involved 45 minutes of training and then some mind training to help prepare for 

competitive sports and Olympics. She then did some land training which followed with a 

race in an actual Olympic pool. A few famous Olympic swimmers were also there: 

• Adam Peatty 

• Jake Greenbank 

• James Guy 

STUDENT  
SPOTLIGHT  

“This was an amazing opportunity that I was especially proud to be part of. The land 

training was my favourite part because we were able to communicate and work closely 

with the Olympians. The day finished with a race, I did 50 metres front crawl with 8 

others and I came 1st my time was 35.5 seconds this beat my PB by 10 seconds”.  

We like to celebrate the 

achievements of our 

students!  If you have any 

news of outside of school 

achievements, please let 

us know so that we can 

celebrate via our website 

and newsletter.  Please 

send any news 

items/photographs to Ms 

Franks at  
 

louise.franks@castlephoenix 

trust.org.uk 

REMINDER! 

Lessons start at 8:35am.  

Please ensure that your 

child is at school for 

8:30am. 



GCSEPO D  I S  A T  K IN GSBURY  
GCSEPod is available for all Year 10 and Year 11 students at Kingsbury School!  We have 

subscribed to the award-winning service to give your child access to thousands of hours of 

professionally produced, audio-visual content which will benefit them throughout their GCSE 

courses.    

 

GCSEPod has over 4,000 teacher-written, audio-visual pods which have been produced specifically 

for learning, homework and revision. The Pods contain all the right facts, quotes, keywords, dates 

and annotated diagrams that your child needs for GCSE success. They will not need to use GCSEPod 

for long to see the impact; in fact, consistent use of just 10 minute chunks is proven to support 

achievement whatever your child’s target grade is.  

 

The GCSEPod website can be viewed on mobiles, tablets and PCs and the Pods can be downloaded 

for offline viewing.  The Pods are mapped to the curriculum and students can access pre-set exam 

playlists which collate all the Pods relevant to a specific exam into a neatly organised list.    

 

Once your child has activated their account they can browse the Pod library and create their own 

playlists – just as they would when they are listening to music. We recommend that you discuss 

GCSEPod with your son or daughter to ensure that they have successfully activated their accounts 

and encourage them to make use of this service throughout their GCSEs.  

 

All students have already been registered with GCSEPod and simply need to activate their account 

and choose a username and password.  To access GCSEPod for the first time, students should 

follow these simple steps: 

 

1. Go to www.gcsepod.com and click “Login” in the top right hand corner 

2. Click “New here?  Get started.” 

3. Select “Student” 

4. Enter your child’s name, date of birth and type in the name of their school. Your school 

should appear in a dropdown list. Click on the school in this list to confirm it. 

5. Select a username, password, and a password hint to help you remember the password. 
 

Once logged in, students can search for Pods by keyword, a specific exam or subject area.     

For more ways you can help support your child using GCSEPod, visit www.gcsepod.com/parents 

where you will find lots more information and resources. l 

 GCSEPod is an online 

independent learning resource 

available to students in Year 10 

and 11. High usage is likely to 

improve the chances of students 

achieving their target grades  

59% of Year 11 

are using 

GCSEPod 

48% of Year 10 

are using 

GCSEPod 

YEAR 11 

YEAR 10 

http://www.gcsepod.com
http://www.gcsepod.com/parents
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KE Y  DATES  FOR  YOUR  D I ARY  

The Internet is a 

wonderful tool, but 

are you using it 

safely?  
Please advise your children 

not to give out any personal 

information related to their 

family, friends or 

themselves like full names, 

addresses, telephone or 

mobile numbers, or those of 

their parents.  
 

Advise your children to 

inform you or their teachers 

if they come across content 

on the Internet which 

makes them feel 

uncomfortable, or if 

someone on the Internet 

harasses them or threatens 

them.  
 

Advise them to assess the 

information they have read 

on websites. Just because 

it’s on the Internet does not 

mean that it’s always 

truthful information, 

especially when it comes to 

health issues, or when they 

are doing research for 

homework. 

I N T E R N E T  
S A F E T Y  

We take SAFEGUARDING 

seriously. If you are 

concerned about a 

student, please contact 

Mrs H Hurley on 01827 

872316 or 
helen.hurley@castlephoenixtrust 

.org.uk  

S A F E G U A R D I N G  

PAR E NT  IN FOR M AT ION  EV EN IN G  

We will be hosting a Key Stage 3 Parent Information Evening on Thursday 19th October 

2023.  The evening will start at 5:30pm and will last approximately one hour. 

 

The Information Evening will include the following: 

• A presentation on: 

• Uniform and Standards, including our Ready, Respectful, Safe Strategy 

• The importance of good attendance 

• How parents can support their child in school 

• Home learning 

• Communication 

• Access to information stalls on: 

• Inclusion and SEND 

• The Phoenix Suite (Pastoral Support) 

• Reading for Pleasure 

• Enrichment 

• Personal Development 

• Curriculum (each Faculty will be represented) 

DATE EVENT/ACTIVITY 
Monday 9th October to Friday 20th October 2023 Year 11 Trial Examinations (Series 1) 

Thursday 12th October 2023 (4:00-7:00pm) 
Year 7 Tutor Evening (an opportunity to meet your child’s 
tutor) 

Thursday 19th October 2023 (5:30-6:30pm) Parent Information Evening 

Tuesday 24th October 2023 (9:30am) Open Morning for current parents/carers 

Thursday 16th November 2023 (4:00-7:00pm) 
Year 11 Progress Evening 1 (opportunity to meet your 
child’s teachers) 

Wednesday 22nd November 2023 (6:30-8:00pm) Performing Arts Open Mic Evening 

Monday 4th November 2023 Parent/Carer Survey 2 

Monday 27th November to Wednesday 29th November 
2023 

Year 7 Whitemoor Lakes Residential (New Date) 

Thursday 7th December 2023 Year 11 Mentor and Parent/Carer Evening 

Saturday 16th December 2023 (12:00-4:00pm) Christmas Fayre 

Thursday 21st December 2023 (4:00-7:00pm) 
Year 8 Progress Evening (opportunity to meet your 
child’s teachers) 

Thursday 11th January 2024 (4:00-7:00pm) 
Year 7 Progress Evening (opportunity to meet your 
child’s teachers) 

Monday 29th January to Thursday 8th February 2024 Year 11 Trial Examinations (Series 2) 

Tuesday 27th February 2024 (9:30am) Open Morning for current parents/carers 

Thursday 29th February 2024 (4:00-7:00pm) 
Year 11 Progress Evening 2 (opportunity to meet your 
child’s teachers) 

Tuesday 3rd March 2024 Parent/Carer Survey 3 

Wednesday 20th March to Friday 22nd March 2023 School Production 

Monday 8th April 2024 
Year 11 Intervention Day (only Year 11 attend school on 
this day) 

Monday 15th April to Friday 26th April 2023 
Year 11 Trial Examinations (Series 3; English and Maths 
only) 

Thursday 25th April 2024 (4:00-7:00pm) 
Year 10 Progress Evening (opportunity to meet your 
child’s teachers) 

Thursday 2nd May 2024 (4:00-7:00pm) 
Year 9 Progress Evening (opportunity to meet your 
child’s teachers) 

Monday 13th May 2024 GCSE Examinations Start 

Thursday 16th May 2024 Year 9 Curriculum/Options Evening 

Tuesday 4th June 2024 (9:30am) Open Morning for current parents/carers 

Tuesday 11th June 2024 Parent/Carer Survey 4 

Monday 17th June 2024 Year 10 Trial Examinations 

Tuesday 2nd July to Friday 5th July 2024 
Years 7 to 9 Trial Examinations (English and Mathemat-
ics) 

Friday 5th July 2024 Year 11 Prom 

Tuesday 9th July 2024 Year 6 Intake Parents/Carers Evening 

Our School Help Advice 

Reporting Page System 

(SHARPS) is another way for 

our students and parents to 

ask for help or support with any 

problems, in or out of school.  

SHARPS also contains 

information on hate crime, 

gangs, bullying and health.  

You can access SHARPS via 

our website or using this link: 
 

The SHARP System 

S H A R P S  

mailto:eyre.d@welearn365.com
mailto:eyre.d@welearn365.com
https://kingsburyschool.thesharpsystem.com/
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We always strive to do better in relation to home-school communication and 

providing opportunities for parent/carer engagement.  Below, is our Home-

School Engagement Strategy detailing the initiatives that we will be launching 

during this academic year.     

 HO M E -SCH O O L  EN G AG E ME N T  ON L I N E  
S A F E T Y  

We have been using our 

‘X’ (formerly twitter) social 

media platform to share 

online safety advice from 

National Online Safety.   

Visit 

@KNGSchoolB78 
to view these posts.  

M E S S A G E  F R O M  W A R W I C K S H I R E  S C H O O L  T R A N S P O R T  

For those who use our transport services, please be reminded that all students must have their bus 
pass with them and show it to the driver when they alight the service in order to travel. If students do 
not have their bus pass, they will not be allowed to travel. 

We are sending this message because we have had an increased number of reports from operators of 
students not showing their bus passes, so feel that a general reminder to all students would be 
beneficial. 

Warwickshire Education Transport  01926 412929 - Option 1 
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REPORTING AN ABSENCE 

 

Please use the following 

means of communication to 

advise of a students 

absence. 

 

T: 01827 872316 

E: absence@kingsburyschool.co.uk 

SMS: 01827 230501 

 

Please notify us of an 

absence by 8.30am on each 

day of absence. 

Why not follow us 

on 

 

 
  
 

@KNGSchoolB78  

 

Tamworth Road 

Kingsbury 

Tamworth 

B79 2LF 

Kingsbury School 

Phone: 01827 872316 

E-mail: 
admin4111@kingsburyschool.info 

Enthuse Aspire Achieve 

We’re on the web! 

www.kingsburyschool.co.uk 

K I N G S B U R Y  S C H O O L  C H R I S T M A S  F A Y R E  

If you would like to 

purchase a table or 

stall at our Christmas 

Fayre, please contact 

felicity.biddle@castlep

hoenixtrust.org.uk 


